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Background: Currently, there are no widely-agreed guidelines for 
assessment, intervention or follow-up of communication in Rett syndrome. 
Some tools for assessment of communicative skills have been used in studies 
with participants with Rett syndrome. In this presentation three instruments 
will be discussed, along with the use of  dynamic assessment. 	
Summary: Assessment of communication in RTT is complicated by the 
diversity of behaviors demonstrated by individuals with the disorder. Formal 
assessment tools may not help clinicians develop meaningful intervention 
programs in the population. There is some evidence that behavioral 
observations combined with standardized assessments may yield useful data 
(Sigafoos et al., 2011). Challenges to this approach include difficulty validating 
observations. In everyday clinical practice, therapists can use dynamic 
assessment strategies to assess real-life situations where individuals with 
RTT interact with communication partners (e.g. family members, caregivers, 
educators) who know them best and can interpret their behaviors. 	
In this session, the presenters will review a number of useful tools for 
gathering information on communication including the Inventory of Potential 
Communicative Acts, the Communication Matrix, and the Pragmatics Profile.  
These tools use interview and observation to gather information on how an 
individual with complex communication impairment expresses many of the 
communicative forms and functions of language. Strategies for utilizing the 
data from these assessments to generate intervention plans will be discussed.	
The presenters invite the audience to enter into discussion and hope for this 
to be a step forward in reaching consensus guidelines for communication 
assessment and interventions in Rett syndrome. 	
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